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Rcmarto 

1, Summaiy of Office Action 

In the Office Action mailed Septetober 18, 2006, the Examiner rejected claims 
1-4 and 9-11 under 35 U*S,C. § 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite. Further, the 
Examiner rejected claims and 9-11 under 35 U.S.C. § 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 6,1 93;380 (herefaiafier '''Jacobs'^* 

2, Stdtus of Claims 

Applicants have amended claims 1, 2, 9, and 10 to recite the invention more 
particularly and clearly* Pending are claims 1-4 and 9-11, of which claims 1 and 9 are 
independent and the remainder are dependent. 
3- Response to §112 Rejections 

As noted above, claims 1^ and 9-1 1 were rejected on grounds of indefiniteness. 
Applicants have amended independent claims 1 and 9, as noted by the Examiner, to recite 
the claimed limitations moi^ clearly. Applicants believe that the above amendments 
overcome the Examiner's rejections with respect to claims 1-4 and 9-11. 
Reconsideration is re^ectfiilly requested in view of the above amendments. 
4. Response to §102 Claim Rejections 

As further noted above, the Examiner rejected claims 1-4 and 9-11 on grounds of 
antidpation in view of Jacobs. 

Under M,p:e.P. § 2131, a claim is anticipated only if each and eveiy elem^ as 
set fortii in the claim is found, either expressly or inherently described, in a single prior 
art reference. Applicants respectfully traverse the r^ections of claims 1-4 and 9-11, 
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becaxise Jacobs does not disclose or sug^st eacli and every element as ledted m any of 
diese claims* 

The present application is directed to a meOod and apparatus for automatic 
viewing of a vehicle blind spot 

In this regard, as presently recited in amended claim 1 for instance^ the claimed 
apparatus includes: (i) at least one motor mechanically coupled to a mirror for positioning 
the mirror^ and (ii) an object detector for detecting objects within a visual blind spot of a 
vehicle, wherein the object detector is operable to provide a detection signal to the at least 
one motor to adjust a position of the mirrcH- to provide a view of the blind spot of the 
vehicle to a driver of the vehicle, and wfaexetn the at least one motor adjusts the position 
of the mirror to provide &e view of the blind spot of the vehicle based at least in part on 
a viewing position of the driver, the viewing position of the driver being automatically 
detected when an object is detected in the vehicle blind spot by the object detector. 
(Emphasis added). (Independent daim 9 recites similar limitatioiis. Further, each of 
claims 2-4 and 10-11 depend fix>m claim 1 or 9 and necessarily includes all of the 
limitations of a respective independent claim 1 or 9). 

For example, as described in Applicants' specification, various systems are 
known that can detect a position of a driver's head, drivCT*s eyes, and what direction they 
are feeing. Locating a driver's bead or even eyes can be accomplished using, e.g., a 
sonar, thermal, cs^citive, and/or camera/optical detectors, as axe known in the art. Such 
detecting systems may be beneficially employed to provide a separate viewing-position 
control signal for the at least one motor vvbesn. an object is detected in the vehicle blind 
spot by the object detector. 
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Advantageously, given such automatically detected viewing position of the driver 
when the object is detected in the blind spot, the at least one motor can better position the 
minor to provide the vehicle blind spot within the actual view of the driver. (See, e,g.^ 
AppUcants' specification at page 5, line 12, to page 6, line 6, page 8, lines 11-16, and 
page 3, lines 9-17). 

Applicants respectfiilly submit that the cited Jacobs reference fails to disclose or 
suggest the invention as presently claimed by Applicants. For instance, at a mimmum, 
Jacobs fails to disclose or suggest the claimed limitation of: *^vhe^ein the at least one 
motor adjusts the position of the mirror to provide the view of the blind spot of the 
vehicle based at least in part on a viewing position of the driver, the viewing position of 
the driver being automatically detected when an object is detected in the vdiide blind 
spot by the object detector." 

In general, Jacobs teaches a system in which a motor temporarily moves a vehicle 

mirror from a pie-set normal viewing position to a pre-set blind spot viewing position 

v^en another vehicle is detected in the vehicle's blind spot As noted by the Examiner 

(see, e.g.^ the passage at ooL 2, lines 31-38), Jacobs generally discloses that: 

**The pfB-set positions are likely to vary for difiTerent drivers, depending 
iqpon the location of the driver relative to the side view mirror and the 
normal viewing angles of the driver. These positions may depend on the 
height of the driver or the position of the driver's eyes relative to the 
vehicle side view mirrors* Thus, the sj^tem requires adjustability for 
each particular driver." 

(Emphasis added). 

Further, in Figure 9 and the accompanyhig text at coL S, line SS, to coL 6, line 7, 
(see additionally coL 4, lines 58-61), Jacobs then explains the steps a driver must cany 
out in order to pre-set the system for use. In this r^ard, according to Jacobs: 
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"The nonnal and blind spot viewing positions may vary from one driver 
to another. Also the positions may vary if a particular driver moves the 
vehicle seat either rearwardly or forwrtardly or up and dowa 
Consequently, the driver may have to re^et the normal and blind spoi 
viewing pifsitions from time to time." 

Thus, to the extent Jacobs recognizes that a blind spot viewing position may 
depend on viewing characteristics of a driver (e.g., driver's viewing angle, position of the 
driver's eyes, cte.), the system of Jacobs functions in a difierent way from that presently 
claimed by Applicants. 

Specifically, in the claimed inventioti, "the at least one motor adjusts the position 
of the mirror to provide the view of the blind spot of the vehicle based at least in part on a 
viewing position of the driver, tke viewing position of the driver hein^ automaticdlly 
detected when an object i$ detected in the vehicle blind spot bv tfw nhiect detector. In 
contrast, Jacobs requires a driver to manually preset a blind spot viewing position to 
account for driver's viewing characteristics. Further, as acknowled^ by Jacobs, this 
initially pre-set position may then have to be re-set by the driver if the driver's viewing 
position changes for one reason or another later on. 

Thus^ unlike Jacobs, the claimed invention advantageously calls for a viewing 
position of a driver to be antoroatically detected when an object is detected m a vehicle 
blind spot by an olgect detector. As noted above, various Icnown detecting systems can 
be conveoi^fly used to provide this feature. With the benefit of the claimed invention, a 
motor may independently adjust a mirror position such tiiat the v^cle blind spot is 
within the view of the driver vAen the object is detected in the vehicle blind spot. 

Because Jacobs docs not disclose or surest the invention as recited m each of 
claims 1-4 and 9-1 1, Jacobs fidls to anticipate these claims under 35 U.S.C. § 102. 
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5. 



Conclusion 



In view of the foregoing. Applicants submit that all of the pending claims are in 
coiKlition for allowance. Therefore. Applicants ieq}ectfUlly request &vorable 



recoDsideiati<m and allowance of those daims. 



Respectfully submitted. 



Date; January 18, 2007 



By: 




Joanna Skyles 
Reg. No. 54,454 

Temic Automotive of North America, Inc. 

Patents and Licenses 

21440 West Lake Cook Road 

Deer Park, IL 

Tel.: (847) 862-0274 

Fax:(847)862-8308 
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